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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 100783 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS:PFOR, WB, US, UK, FR, UR, DA, GE, EAIR 

SUBJECT: DANISH REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF BERLIN LANDING 

RIGHTS 

REF: A.) BONN 6794 B.) STATE 243976 (NOVEMBER, 1974) 

C.) USBER 832 

1. DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS TRIPARTITE DRAFT REPLY TO DANES 
ON OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS UNDUELY NEGATIVE. WHILE IT IS TRUE 
THAT THE GDR "MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING" IS VAGUE, IT 
SEEMS SOMEWHAT UNCEREMONIOUS TO TURN DOWN FORTHWITH AN 
INTERPRETATION WHICH DANISH FOREIGN MINISTRY IS OFFICIALLY 
ADVANCING TO US. WE SEE MERIT IN USBER'S ARGUMENTATION 
(REFTEL C) THAT IT WOULD BE TO OUR POLITICAL ADVANTAGE, 

ALSO WITH THE BERLIN SENAT, TO KEEP MATTER OPEN. 
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2. ADDRESSES WILL RECALL THAT DEPARTMENT SUGGESTED IN 
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REF B THAT LANDING RIGHTS FOR WEST BERLIN BE OFFERED TO 
ANY NON-TRIP ARTITE WESTERN AIRLINE WHICH APPLIED FOR 
THEM ON THE CLEARLY STATED PRIOR CONDITION THAT ONCE ANY 
TWO OF THE COMPETING AIRLINES HAD ACTUALLY SECURED FROM 
THE GDR OVERFLIGHT RIGHTS ALONG NORTH-SOUTH ROUTING, 
LANDING RIGHTS OF OTHER COMPETING AIRLINES WOULD BE 
SUSPENDED AUTOMATICALLY. 

3. DURING INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH UK BERLIN DESK 
OFFICER IN MARCH. DEPT OFFICER GAINED CLEAR IMPRESSION 
THAT UK MIGHT BE WILLING TO RE-CONSIDER ITS POSITION ON 
QUESTION OF OFFERING LANDING RIGHTS TO MORE THAN TWO 
NON-ALLIED AIRLINES AT A TIME AND MIGHT ACCEPT FORMULA 
SIMILAR TO ONE PROPOSED IN REF B. 

4. THEREFORE, RATHER THAN AGREEING TO TURN DOWN 
DANISH REQUEST OUT OF HAND (REF A), EMBASSY SHOULD 
OFFICIALLY RENEW REQUEST TO UK AND FRANCE TO GIVE SERIOUS 
RE-CONSIDERATION TO ABOVE PROPOSAL. IN RENEWING THIS 
PROPOSAL EMBASSY SHOULD STRESS THAT WE WOULD BE PREPARED 
TO ACCEPT AS A PRE-CONDITION THAT ONLY THE FIRST TWO 
COMPETING AIRLINES WHICH ACTUALLY SECURE OVERFLIGHT 
RIGHTS WOULD BE PERMITTED TO EXERCISE LANDING RIGHTS IN 
WEST BERLIN, AT LEAST FOR THE INITIAL ONE YEAR TRIAL 
PERIOD. (FURTHER CONSIDERATION WHETHER TO EXTEND RIGHTS 
TO OTHER AIRLINES AFTER ONE YEAR PERIOD THEN WOULD BE MADE 
BASED ON EXPERIENCE OF ALLIED AND NON-ALLIED AIRLINE 
DURING THAT PERIOD.) IN REVIEWING PROPOSAL, BONN GROUP 

REP SHOULD SPECIFICALLY ASK THAT IT BE REFERRED TO 
CAPITALS FOR RE-CONSIDERATION. KISSINGER 
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